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Board

Superintendents

of

EX-OFFICIO
- -

JOHN W. BEARDSLEE, D. D., LL. D.,
GERRIT J. KOLLEN, LL. D.,

- - -

Pres, of the Faculty.
Pres, of Hope College.

From the Synod ofNew York
1908. REV.

EDWARD

COE, D.

B.

D., LL.

From the Synod
1909. REV. PHILIP H. COLE, D. D„

From the Synod
1907. REV. ISAAC W.

REV. JACOB

P.

ELDER JOHN

CITY.

SYRACUSE, N.

Y.

ofNew Brunswick
of

-

WEEHAWKEN,

N. J.

Chicago

JONG, - - • ZEELAND, MICH.
NICHOLS, - - - CHICAGO, ILL.

DE

H.

PETER MOERDYKE, D. D., - SOUTH BEND, IND.
ELDER B. DOSKER,
- GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.
ELDER J. A. WILTERDINK,
HOLLAND, MICH.
REV. JACOB VAN DERMEULEN,
FAIRVIEW, ILL.
REV.

- -

- -

-

Classis

Dakota,
Illinois,

Holland,
Pleasant Prairie,
Iowa,

Michigan,
Wisconsin,
Pella,

Grand River,

From the Classes
NAME
Rev.

“

1912.
1912.

“ Evert J. Blerkink,
“ John G. Theilken,
“ Dirk J. DeBey,
“ Peter Braak,
“ Henry Hospers, Jr.,
“ Henry J. Pietenpol,
“ Matthew Kolyn,
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1908.
1908.
1909.
1909.
1909.
1910.
1911.

Board

.....

EVERT BLEKKINK
PETER MOERDYKE, D. D.,
* Removed.

Term Expires

Henry Straks,
George Niemeyer

Officers of the
REV.
REV.

NEW YORK

Albany

- -

*

GOWEN, D. D.,

From the Synod
1908.
1908.
1909.
1909.
1910.
1912.

of

D., -

President

-

Stated Clerk.

Faculty
REV. JOHN W. BEARDSLEE,

D. D., LL.D

President of the Faculty and Professor of Biblical Languages and
Literature.

Twelfth Street.

26 East

REV. NICHOLAS M. STEFFENS, D.

D.,

Professor of HistoricalTheology.
131 West Eleventh Street.

REV. GERRIT H. DUBBINK, D.

D.,

Secretaryof the Faculty and Professor of Didactic and Polemic
Theology.
274 Maple Street.

REV. JAMES

F.

ZWEMER, D.D.,

Professor of PracticalTheology.
64

West FourteenthStreet.

Speclal Lectures on Japan.

REV.
1.

ALBERT OLTMANS, D. D., TOKYO, JAPAN.

The Field. 2. The Forces

at

Work.

3.

Our Own Work.

4.

Out

look for the Future.

A Missionary

Institute

under the direction of the Theological

Seminary Department of the Y. M. C. A. was held December 12 and
13 with SecretariesPenfield,Murray and Zwemer and the Rev. Dr. A.
Oltmans and the Rev. H. P. Boot as speakers

Committee on Reception of Students and Examinations.
Rev. J. P. De Jong, Evert J. Blekkink, Matthew Kolyn, Peter Braak,
President G. J. Kollen, the Faculty
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Students
SENIOR GLASS
GERRIT BOSCH

Sioux Center, Iowa.

..........................................

Hope College,1905.
PHILIP

G.

MEENGS

Holland.

......................................................

Moody Bible Institute.

GERRIT

J.

PENNINGS

Orange City, Iowa.

...................................

Hope College,1905.

MARTIN C. RUISAARD

Holland.

.......................... .....................
.

Hope College,1905.

CORNELIUS VAN DER SCHOOR

Grand Rapids.

...........................

Hope College,1905.

MIDDLE CLASS
ARIE MUYSKENS

Alton, Iowa.

...................................................

Iowa College,1906.

ZWIER ROETMAN

Orange City, Iowa.

.........................................

Hope College,1905.

BERNARD ROTTSCHAEFER .........................................
Holland.
Hope College,1906.

WILLIAM ROTTSCHAEFER ..........................................
Holland.
Hope College,1905.

ANDREW STEGENGA

New Holland.

..........................................

Hope College,1906.
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WILLARD P. VAN DER LAAN

Muskegon.

....................................

Hope College,1905.

MEINHARD D. VAN DER MEER

Kalamazoo.

.................................

JUNIOR CLASS
GEORGE HANKAMP

Grand

.............................................

Rapids.

Hope College, 1907.

HENRY MOLLEMA

Ringle, Wis.

.................................................

Hope College,1907.

CORNELIUS MULLER

Holland

...................................................

Hope College,1907.

HENRY PANNKUK

Titonka, Iowa.

.............................................

German Presbyterian College,Dubuque, la., 1907

EDWARD

J.

STRICK

.....

Hudsonville.

..........................................

Hope College,1903.

WILLIAM VAN VLIET
FRANCIS D. WHITE

Grand

..........................................

Rapids.

Saugatuck

..................................................

SUMMARY
SENIORS

...........................
5

MIDDLES

...........................
7

JUNIORS

...........................
7

TOTAL
7

..................
19

Department of Instruction
Exegetical Theology

PROFESSOR BEARDSLEE
HEBREW
In the Junior Year a special emphasis is placed on Hebrew
Grammer, a thorough knowledge of Etymology and Syntax being
considered necessary to any profitableExegetical study. Selections
from the Pentateuch are read.
In the Middle and Senior Years a brief review of the work of
the Junior Year is conducted,and the study of forms continued.

The Exegeticalwork

is treated under four departments:Historic,

Prophetic, Poetic and Messianic, the effort being to promote familiarity with the differentstyles of

Hebrew so as

to secure a proper

basis for exegesis. Biblical Instruction and Criticism are continued

throughoutthe course. Much attention is given

to

the

literary in-

terpretationof the differentbooks.

GREEK
The Middle and Senior Classes make an Exegetical study of
Romans, Hebrews and other Epistles. The Middle Class makes a
special study of Paul’s Missionary methods and the Junior Class has
a course on the Gospels. Middle Class work has been assigned to
Prof. Zwemer and the Junior Class work to Prof. Dubbink. For particulars see their statements.

In a course on BiblicalIntroduction the various topics relating
to textual and higher criticismand the BiblicalCanon are presented.

Historical Theology

PROFESSOR STEFFENS
In the Junior year through the whole year Propaedeutics

is

taught, in order to give the students a birdseye view of the whole
8

have to traverse. In teaching the philosophicalfoundation
Theology specialcare is given to this interesting and necessary

field they
of

study.
Sacred History is studied through the whole year. Special attention is given to the character of Sacred History as compared with
universal history,the history of the people of Israel and the history

To a certain extent the study of chronology,
most unsatisfactory of the sciences,is taken up. Although the
historical view of the developmentof the people of Israel is not neglected, specialattention is given to the history of revelation. The
auxiliary branches of Egyptology and Assyriologyas far as they
bear upon the subject of Sacred History are not lost sight of.

of the Jewish religion.
this

The study of Church

History, begins in the Middle year. Dis-

tinctionis made between the planting of Christianityand the History
of the

Church. The

sacred character of the former part is empha-

sized, in order to comprehend the development of the Church and

Church

life

from

its

weak beginnings. The surroundingsof

the

Church, the condition of the Gentile and the Jewish world, the aggressive and the defensive work of the Church, and the condition of

all

the different topics, which generally are studied,form the work done
during this term. It brings the studentsup to the period of the
Reformation.

The studies oj the Senior year contemplatethe history of the
Church in modern times on the basis of the Reformation principles.
Reformation, Deformation, Restoration,Modern Development are the
chief topics. Special attention is given to the history of the Reformed Church in America and the general conditions of American
Church life.
A new branch is added to the historical studies, viz., the History
and Theory of Missions.
Text books are used in all the branches studied, supplemented
by discussionsin the class room.

Systematic Theology

PROFESSOR DUBBINK
Throughout the entire course the student is referred to Hodges’
Theology and other standard works. A brief outline has been prepared by the professor in charge, specially adapted to the needs of

who are expectedto
Holland and the English.
the students

use, at least tv/o languages, the

The Junior class begins with the study of the general introfirst year’s course embraces the study of
the history of symtematictheology, its auxiliary sciences, the prinduction to Dogmatics. The

cipal non-Christian religions, inspiration,symbolics, etc.
In the Middle year, instructionis given in Theology Proper.
Anthropologyand Soterology.Modern theoriesof evolution,sin, the
person of Christ,etc., receive due attention.
In the Senior year, the way, means, and consummation of salvation, i. e., Soteriology,is the subject for advanced study. After this
has been completed the whole course is reviewed.

Two hours a week during the Junior year, and three hours a
week during the Middle and Senior years are devoted to this department.
During the Senior year one hour a week has been set aside for
the study of Christian Ethics. Formerly this branch was studied
every alternate year by the Middle and Senior classes recitingtogether. Now that the chair of Practical Theology has been filled,
this study is prosecuted each year by the Senior class alone. The
present arrangement is more satisfactory.
Since no permanent provision was made for the study of Greek
during the Junior year we have taken this class one hour a week in
Robinson’s Greek Harmony of the Gospels, as revised by Dr. M. B.
Riddle. Only short passagesin Greek are assignedin order that
these may be studied thoroughly. Historical and Exegetical facts
aie constantly kept in mind, while special emphasis is laid on the
great words of the New Testament. We hope this course may prove
as profitableas it is interesting.

Practical Theology

PROFESSOR ZWEMER
By assignmentBiblical Antiquities and Hermenueticsare taken
up by the Junior class; a specialstudy of Paul’s Missionary methods
is pursued with the Middle class, and

an

exegetical discussion of

passages, in the epistles to the Corinthians, relating to Church government is taken up with the Seniors.

The work in Practical Theology begins in the Junior year
with Lectures on the Office of the Gospel Ministry; a systematic
10

study of the Bible in the English, Holland and

German languages

because this Seminary serves on its home field a tri-lingual constitu-

sermons.

ency, and of Homiletics as it specially relates to the preparation
of

.

The second year is devoted to the study of Liturgies, Poimenics, and Didactics,embracing the duties of the Pastor as teacher, including a course in Cathechetics, Sunday School work and other
agencies.

With the Seniors the studies of Kybernetics or Government, of
home and abroad, including Evangelism with the City

Missions at

problem, and of Christian Sociology with questions relating to the
leadership of the Church are taken up.
During the entire course weekly attention is given to writing

sermon sketches, homilies, synthetic studies of the books of the
Bible and also to class-room drill in public reading.
The Juniors preach before the Professor in charge and the
Middle and Senior classes preach weekly before the students and one
of the Professors.

11

General Information
THE YEAR -The

Seminary opens on the third Thursday in
when the Committee meets for the
reception of students,and closes on the second Wednesday in May
with the Annual Commencement,at which addresses are made by
two students and a member of the Board of Superintendentsapeptember, at 10 o clock a. m.,

pointed for that purpose.

CONDITiONS OF ENTRANCE — Every applicantis required to
present a certificateof church membership and one of literaJy qualifications.One

who

has not pursued a regular collegiate course must

give proof by testimonials or examinationsof such literary attainments as will enable him to profit by the course of study.
Students are accepted from any denominationof Christians.

The requirements of the consitutionin regard to students preparing for the ministry in the Reformed Church are as follows:
“Every person contemplating the work of ministery, before he commences his work of Theologicol studies,shall furnish satisfactory evidenceof his being a member in full communion and
good standing of the Reformed Church, his piety, ability and
literary attainments; and thereupon shall be admitted into one
of the Theological Schools; and during the prosecution of his
studies there, shall be subject to the rules and regulations
thereof; and when he shall have completed the prescribed
course and term of Theological studies,he shall be admitted to
an examinationaccordingto the regulations of the School asestablishedby the General Synod; and if found qualified, shall
receive a Professional Certificateto that effect, which shall en
title him to an examinationfor licensure before the classisto
which he belongs.”— Constitution,Art. H, Sec. 2.

.

EXAMINATIONS-At the close of the year a written examination of all the classes, and on all the branches of study, is held beCommittee of the Board of Superintendents, on Thursday and
Commencementat 9 o’clocka. m., and this is followed
by an oral examination before the full Board on the Tuesday and
Wednesdayof Commencement week. Special written examinations
are held in midwinter as the work requires.
fore a

Friday before

BENEFICIARY AID.— Instructionis entirely
men

are aided by

gratuitous.

Young

the Board of Education as their circumstances
12

re-

quire and the funds admit, not only while in the Seminary, but in the

Rooms are provided in
Van VleckHall, and board can be obtained in the city or at the VoorCollege studies preparatory to entering it.

hees Dormitoryat $2.50 per week.
MISSION WORK— A study of Missions is included in the regular work of the

Seminary. The students and faculty together support

two native workers in India. A weekly prayer-meeting does

much

to

stimulate a deep interest in missions. Mr. Peter Semelink has established a scholarship of $2,000, the

income of which

is to be paid to a

student in the Seminary, preference to be given to one looking for-

ward

Work.
C. A.— A gathering of Professors and
Studentsis held every Tuesday evening at the home of one of the
Professors. It stands for social, intellectualand spiritualdevelopment, Devotionalexercises occupy the first half hour, essays and
general discussionfollow,after which a brief time is spent m socia
enjoyment. This meeting constitutesone of the most attractivefeato Foreign Missionary

THE ADELPHIC Y. M.

tures of our

Seminary life.

13

Historical
The intention of the Reformed Church to establish Educational
Institutions which would provide for her young people in the rapidly

growing West, found expression in Hope College which was incorporated in the year 1866. Seven members of the graduatingclass petitioned the General Synod for permission to continue their theological
studies at the College. Synod granted the request and arranged for
the professorsof the College to give the necessary instruction. In
1867 the Rev. Cornelius E. Crispell was formally elected “Professor of
Didatic and Polemic Theology at Hope College,”and with assistance
from the other professors they were directedto give theologicalinstructionin connection with their duties in the College. For a supervising body, Synod divided its Board of Superintendents
of the Seminary at New Brunswick, which was composed of one delegate for
each Classis throughout the Church, into an Eastern and Western Section, the Western to have charge of Theology at Hope College.
In 1869, the class had completed the course and Synod formally
organized the “Western Theological Seminary,” and elected Drs. Van
Raalte and Phelps as additional professors,neither of whom entered
upon the position to which he had been chosen
The work was greatly embarrassedby the lack of money, and
its relationto the Synod was not according to the traditionsof the
Church. This finally led to a suspension of Theology in 1877, Synod
at the same time emhatically assuring the Western Churchesit would
gladly resume it as soon as an endowment could be secured.
In 1884, this requirementhaving been met, mainly through the
sacrifices of the Western churches, Synod elected the Rev. Dr. Nicholas M. Steffensas Professor of Didactic and Polemic Theology, wfth
Revs. Peter Moerdyke and Henry E. Dosker as temporaryLectors, In
1885 a further advance was made and the complete independenceof
the Seminary establishedby the appointmentof a Board of Superintendents, a Faculy under direct supervision of the Synod, and a course
of study similar to that in the Seminary at New Brunswick.
In 1888, the system of Lectors was superceded by the electionof

a Professor of Biblical Languages and Exegesis, and the Rev. Dr.
John W. Beardslee chosen to fill the position.
The work continuingto expand, notwithstandingthe adverse
influencesattendingit, in 1904 the Rev. Dr. Henry E. Dosker wa
chosen as Professor of Ecclesiastical History.
14

As yet the Seminary having no home, occupiedvery unsuitable

rooms in

a building on the College Campus, originally built as a residence for Professor Oggel, but in 1895, God moved the heart of Mr.

Peter Semelink, of the Vriesland Church, to erect a fine brick building,
furnished with

modem

conveniences and containing excellentlecture

rooms, a Chapel and room for Library. This at once settled all questions as to the future of the Seminary, and gave a

new

impetus to its

progress.

This building

is situated in

the center of

a large lot

on the

south side of Twelfth street directly opposite the College Campus and
facing the

new Gymnasium and Van

Raalte Memorial Hall, a site

beaulifulin itself and historically interestingbecause on it stood the

“Orphan House,” erected in the beginningof the colony as a home
for children whose parents died soon after reaching the settlement.
The maintenanceand support of this property has been provided
for by the income of a donation of three thousand dollars from the
generous donor of the Hall. This gift is held ih trust, for the aforesaid purpose, by the Council of Hope College at Holland, Mich.
In 1895 the Rev. Dr. Steffensresigned,and the Rev. Dr. Egbert
Winter, was electedas his successor. He resigned in 1904, and the
Rev. Gerrit H. Dubbink succeeded him.
In 1903 Prof. Dosker resigned and the General Synod elected the
Rev. Dr. Steffensto take his place. In 1907 the Rev. James F.
er, D. D.,

The

was chosen
total

Zwem-

as Professor of PracticalTheology.

number of

graduates from the Western Theological

Seminary is one hundred and

thirty-four.

The Library
The foundation for a suitable Library was laid when the Rev.
Anson DuBois, D. D., gave $100.00 and sent a collectionof books.
Later, the family of the Rev. Dr. Talbot W. Chambers sent a large
part of his extensive library to the Seminary, and this was supplemented by extensivedonations from the valuable libraries of the
Rev. Drs. W. R. Gordon and John T. Demarest. At the General Synod of 1904, which met in Grand Rapids, a most welcome gift
money was made by its members, which enabled us to purchase many
needed volumns and add a little to our BOOK FUND. To these the
widow of the Rev. Eugene E. Thomas added the well equipped library of her deceasedhusband, rich in theological literatureof a

m

15

high order. The newly organized Second Church at Zeeland has
made generous additions to our fund. Very many others whose
gifts have been thoroughly appreciated have contributed until now
a collectionof about 10,000 volumns is secured. Having only a small
Library endowment, the kind remembrance of our friends is heartily
appreciated. A card catalogue, renders the books easy of access
For general literature the students have free access to the Graves
Library of Hope College.
also

Resourses
_

This Seminary desires to see its teaching force supported from

the income of a limited endowment,

and

this income supplemented

and friends.Hence we
Endowment and the Seminary Salary

by the perrennial contributionsof churches

name as our

resources, our

We have secured by the aid of the General Synod’s Agent
about a $100,000 Endowment, viz:
$30,000 for the Chair of Didactic and Polemic Theology.
30.000 for the Chair of Biblical Languages and Literature.
30.000 for the Chair of HistoricalTheology, and nearly
10.000 for Incidentals.
Of this amount, fully two-thirds were gathered from churches

m

the West, in donations ranging from $1.00 to $1,500, and by the
educational plan of a house to house canvass.

THE SEMINARY SALARY FUND
Since the re-establishingof Theological Instruction at Holland,
in 1884, all the

monies needed for the salaries of the Lectors tem-

porarily employed, and for the payment in full of the salaries of the

unendowedor

partially endowed Chairs, have been regularly pro-

vided for from the Salary Fund, to which nearly all the Churches in
the West devote an annual free-will offering.

Out of this Fund the salary of the Professor of Practical Theology is paid and it also provides for whatever deficits may occur in
the income from the endowment.

As proof that this Salary Fund as a loving link between the
Seminary and the Churches, grows apace, and justifies the wisdom of
thus investing a part of our
stituency,it

may

Endowment in the affectionsof our conFund has grown from $600, to the

be stated this
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present income of $1,600 annually, and that the

amount given dur-

ing these twenty years to this Fund, to supplementthe annual in-

come

of

the Endowment, now aggregates the grand total sum of

$23,000.

Three Needs Waiting for Responsive Friends
Residencesfor our Professors

A

$5,000 Library Endowment

A
The growth of the Seminary

Dormitory for our Students

calls for enlargement of the

“Semelink Family Hall.” It gives us great pleasure to note that our
friend, Mr. Peter Semelink, has in

mind

to enlarge the Hall, in

mem-

ory of his brother and sister, by the addition of a suitable lecture

room and commodious reading room,
Plans for this improvement

for the use of our students.

will

be sumitted

to

the Board of

Superintendents.

Our small budget of contingent expenses has for years been
met by a pro-rata share in the annual appropriation by the General
Synod of $1,000 for its Grounds and Buildings at Holland, Mich.
This failed us last year, as those conversantwith the action of
the Synod well know.

We remind our friends, that the request for the current year,
an appropriation to the amount of $250, was answered by the
following action of Synod last June:
“Your Committee recognizes the need ...... and appreciates the
force of the request, and would recommend, that the committee in
charge be authorized to raise the amount through appeals made by
themselves to the friends of the institution,and in this way secure
the funds necessary for meeting the needs of the committeein this

for

matter.”

Form

of Bequest

I give unto the General Synod of the Reformed Church in
......................................................
Dollars, for the maintenance and support of the Theological Seminary of said Church, lo-

America
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cated at Holland, Mich., and they are to invest the principaland apply the interest to said purpose.

,

I give unto the General Synod of the Reformed Church

^

in

for the esthe Theological Seminary of said

^ .......................................
Hollars,

tablishment of a Professorship in
Cnurch, located at Holland, Mich., to be named

.......

1

I

I
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